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The City That Strengthened Alexander The
Great’s Thirst for Conquest:

Daskyleion

Daskyleion, which has the only Persian Satrap (governorship)
that is being excavated, and home to the earliest known Zarathustra
Temple, is one of the most important settlements of antiquity.
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The city which lived its golden era at the time it was a Persian
satrap is located in Balikesir's (Mysia in Antiquity) town of Bandirma,
in the village of Ergili which is a part of the Aksakal district.

The Persians wanted to build the city in a place suitable to
become a gate to the west. Therefore, they chose what is today
the Manyas Bird Lake's (Daskylitis) southeast region, which is
Hisartepe and its surrounding area for its fertile land and plenty
wild birds and fish.

The region, being the intersection of Thrace, the straits, the
Marmara Sea, the Black Sea and little Phrygia was exactly what
the Persian were looking for.
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According to the legend, it takes its name from Daskylos, who
was a Lydian nobleman. Dasyklos's mother as a result of some
court plotting fled from Sardis to Phrygia's Hellespontos which
would later take the name Daskyleion, and gave birth to her
son. Daskyleon means 'Daskylos's Place'.

Antiquity writers praise the beauty of Daskyleion and Paradeisos
(Bird Paradise).

For instance Xenophon had said 'The food was abundant. Game
animals were plentiful. You could find any kind of fish in the streams'
about the region.

Historians agree that when Alexander the Great decided to end
the Persian rule (334 B.C.) he planned to conquer 'Paradeisos’
because Daskyleion, which was the center of the Persian Satrap,
was famous for its beauty.
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The localization of Daskyleion was done in 1952 by Kurt Bittel.
After Bittel determined that Daskyleion was located on Hisar Tepe
which is 30 kilometers south of Bandirma, southeast corner of Kus
Goli and 2 kilometers west of the village of Ergili, Ekrem Akurgal
started excavations in the area in 1954. During Akurgal's excavations
that lasted until 1959 there has been findings of 500 bullas (seals)
and the writing 'Xerxes' on certain bullas proving with archeological
evidence that the Persian Satrap residence was in fact in Hisartepe.

After 28 years in 1988 Prof. Dr. Tomris Bakir has restarted the
excavations that continued uninterrupted until 2008. In the second
phase of the excavations there has been findings and ruins pointing
at the existence of Phrygia and Lydian cultures aside from Daskyleion
and Achaemenid. The Daskyleion excavations that were turned
over to Doc. Dr. Kaan lren in 2009 are still going on under his
leadership.
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ARCHITECTURAL FINDINGS

Daskyleion ruins are very educational. They contain all of Persian,
Hittite, Phrygia, Hellenistic, Roman and Byzantine city walls, buildings
and construction techniques.

The earliest findings in Daskyleion (8 shaped idols, stone axes
and seals) belong to the Bronze Age. There haven't been any findings
that can be dated until the 8th century B.C.
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Phrygia Settlement:

All the epigraphic and archeological findings since 1990 indicate
a Phrygia settlement in the region. Tablets written in the Phrygia
language, an 8th century B.C. Cybele model temple, some cult items
and many decorated and painted ceramic works prove the existence
of the Phrygians in the area.

The decorated and painted ceramics indicate that the existence
of the Phrygians in Daskyleion wasn't limited to their era.

The establishment of a Phrygia settlement in Daskyleion is a
very important discovery for the archeological world. The discovery
not only explains why the region was called 'Hellespontine Phrygia'
by the writers of antiquity, but also shows that the Phrygia expansion
in Anatolia has been towards the west and north of the Kiitahya-
Eskisehir border.
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The Lydia Settlement:

The Lydia layer that sits right below the Achaemenid stage has
provided very important findings over the last years. A fire layer
of close to 10 m2 has been found here. The fire layer that was
dated 550-540 B.C corresponds with the Persians' arrival at the
city. This shows that the Persians conquered the city by battle. In
this fire layer there has been found many gold and silver figurines
describing a religious scene. One of the human figures represents
a priest and the rest are thought to be representing an unidentified
goddess or goddesses. The silver animal figures probably represent
animal offerings. Aside from these, many pots and good quality
Lydian ceramics belonging to Lydian Period were found throughout
the tumulus.

Architecturally, other than the Lydian sites on Cult Road area,
the city wall ruins, whose only bottom row was preserved, that
were found in the Akurgal excavations indicate a city wall encircling
the city of Lydia.
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Achaemenid Stage:

The most important ruin that was well preserved from the
Achaemenid Period architecture is 'Cult Road' and its surrounding
building complex, that is located in the southwest part of the hill
overlooking Kus Golii.

The 'Bullas' found during the Akurgal excavations are the most
important findings that show that Daskyleion was a satrap center
during the Achaemenid Period. The term bulla is used for the seals
that were used for safe communications in antiquity. The papyrus
used for correspondence between states would be sealed by bullas
preventing a third party from reading it. Daskyleion is one of the
rare places in Anatolia that bullas were discovered as bullas are
made of uncooked earth and therefore very difficult to conserve.



Tilall o35 Lok Sm (5301 3 yadl ns (ypili€enls 5 (Kedl) Y sll Soing
b ol 4L Lde saslly BUSI o oYl Gaaal (aal L 1 Liasy (o Linle
ole Ul Bl " sl gy " alye " Bl SLESH Lple il Kouls s
s Gl Ul bl pe jsaall oda Suati . ekl jse ¢ sl jeie sagt Kl
- pssaial s (silSals

Ouslincs 5" GusSEI0" 5 s el 5T S (o a1 8 RS Sl Bkl
L el Lial (291 ol a0

The bullas found in Daskyleion were discovered in a fire layer
making it possible for them to survive to this day. Bullas are
important for the writing and the symbols that they carry. 'Aramaic’,
'Old Persian' and 'Greek' scripts were discovered over them. They
also depict birds and hunting scenes which must have been the
wildlife in Daskyleion's Paradeisos.

Certain dishes that are known to have been used by the Persian
nobles and very few 'Dareikos' and 'Syglos' are all proof to a Persian
life in the area.
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Hellenistic Period

The findings of Hellenistic Period prove that Daskyleion continued
its existence as an important center in this period as well. 'The
Pearl Wall' which is a terrace wall is the most beautiful architectural
example of the period. Blocks assembled from earlier periods have
been used in the building of this wall. These blocks which have
delicately embroidered pearls and egg series, are thought to have
belonged to a satrap palace in the Achaemenid Period.
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In the last years a road paved with marble and andesite blocks
was discovered in the excavations on the eastern side of the hill.
This was the road to the entrance of the city during the Hellenistic
Period and the various nails and decayed wood pieces that were
found at the top of the hill indicate that the gate was located there.

This road was used during the Byzantine Period as well and during
that time the gate was moved further down.

Other than the buildings on the hill, spread out within 2
kilometers around the site there are numerous tumulus tombs.
Some of these tumuli have been dug and restored during Tomris
Bakir's time. The Késemtug tumulus is one of the rare tumuli in
Anatolia to have a well preserved tomb chamber. The tomb that
has been dated as the second half of 4th century B.C. is thought to
have belonged to a Macedonian commander. The most striking
discovery in the tumulus is the Phrygia script found on an assembled
stone block over the dromos wall.

The findings of the ancient city are being displayed in the
Bandirma Archeological Museum.










